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Carrying on the Novena                                  

Recitation begun in 1930  

 

The Miraculous Medal Perpetual Novena is not an ancient prayer 

service. Its beginning was at The Miraculous Medal Shrine on        

Monday, December 8, 1930, by Father Joseph A. Skelly, CM, 

founder of the Central Association of the Miraculous Medal, in Phil-

adelphia, PA, the Shrine’s overseeing organization.  

Our Lady appears to St. Catherine Laboure at the Mother-

house of the Daughters of Charity, Rue du Bac—Paris 



                                         NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF THE                                            

MIRACULOUS  MEDAL                                                                                                

Opening Hymn STAND                                                                                               

Mother dearest, Mother fairest, /  help of all who call on 

thee. /  Virgin purest, brightest, rarest, / help us, help, we cry to 

thee. / Mary, help us, help we pray! / Mary help us, help we 

pray! / Help us in all care and sorrow: / Mary, help us, help we 

pray. 

KNEEL—Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy 

Spirit.  People: Amen. 

Leader:  Come, O Holy Spirit, / fill the hearts of Your faithful, / and 

kindle in them the fire of Your love. / Send forth Your Spirit, / and they 

shall be created. 

 

People: And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

 

Leader says:  Let us pray.  

O God, who did instruct the hearts of the faithful /  by the light of 

the Holy Spirit, / grant us in the same Spirit / to be truly wise  /and ever 

to rejoice in His consolation, / through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Leader:  O Mary, / conceived without sin. 

People: Pray for us who have recourse to you (repeat 3 times) 

 

Leader and People:   

O Lord, Jesus Christ, / who have vouchsafed to glorify by numberless 

miracles / the Blessed Virgin Mary, / immaculate from the first moment 

of her conception, / grant that all who devoutly implore her protection 

on earth, / may eternally enjoy Your presence in heaven, / who, with the 

Father and Holy Spirit, / live and reign, God forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Devotion to Our Lady of Good Counsel is                             

associated with the story of a miraculous icon. 

The sacred image is found in a church in 

Genazzano, a beautiful town thirty miles south-

east of Rome. The church dedicated to the 

Mother of Good Counsel was built there in the 

fourth century. In 1356 the church was given 

over to the Augustinians. Restoration started in 

1467, when a widow, Petruccia, sold all her be-

longings to help finance the project. However, 

funds ran out before the task was completed. 

 That same year, all the residents of Genazzano heard a beautiful 

melody coming from heaven. As they looked up, they saw a white, shining 

cloud that descended on the church of the Mother of Good Counsel. The 

cloud gradually vanished, revealing a beautiful painting of Our Lady tenderly 

holding her Divine Son in her arms. Immediately, Mary began to cure the sick 

and grant countless graces. 

 The news spread throughout the country. Two Albanians from Scuta-

ri appeared in the town with a curious tale. They had fled from their home-

land to escape the invading Turks. Before fleeing, they had stopped in the 

church and had seen how the icon of Our Lady, wrapped in a white cloud, 

lifted off the wall on which it had hung for two centuries. They followed the 

picture until they could see the towers of Rome, when it suddenly disap-

peared. The mysterious icon of Genezzano was identical to the one in the 

church in Scutari. The amazing news reached Rome. Pope Paul II sent two 

bishops to investigate the story. The prelates reported that 171 miracles were 

recorded in the months following the icon’s appearance. The pope’s commis-

sion also found that there was an empty space on the church wall at Scutari. 

An icon that had been venerated there for centuries was, indeed, missing. 

 The image was painted on a sheet of plaster so thin that it would 

have been impossible for any human hand to remove it without damage. It 

had survived the subsequent centuries through the tumult of several earth-

quakes and withstood the bombing during World War II. Several altars were 

destroyed, walls caved in, and the roof was crushed. The icon, only yards 

away from the explosion, remained intact. 

 

If Our Blessed Mother is willing to ask her Son to work miracles to let us know of her 

motherly concern, Our Lady of Good Counsel is certainly willing to speak words of 

advice and instruction to help us over the hurdles of our daily lives. Our Lady of 

Good Counsel, pray for us!  



O Lord, Jesus Christ, / who for the accomplishment of Your greatest works, / 

have chosen the weak things of the world, / that no flesh may glory in Your 

sight; / and who for a better and more widely diffused belief / in the Immacu-

late Conception of Your Mother, / have wished that the Miraculous Medal / be 

manifested to Saint Catherine Labouré, / grant we beseech You, / that filled 

with like humility, / we may glorify this mystery / by word and work. Amen. 

 

Leader says:   “The Memorare”                                                       

Remember, O most compassionate Virgin Mary, / that never was it 

known / that anyone who fled to your protection, / implored your assis-

tance, / or sought your intercession, / was left unaided. / Inspired with this 

confidence, / we fly unto you, / O Virgin of Virgins, our Mother; / to you we 

come; / before you we kneel, / sinful and sorrowful. / O Mother of the Word 

Incarnate, / despise not our petitions, /  but, in your clemency, / hear and an-

swer them. / Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Leader says:  “Novena Prayer”                                                                               

O Immaculate Virgin Mary, / Mother of Our Lord Jesus and our Mother, /

penetrated with the most lively confidence / in your all-powerful and never-

failing intercession, / manifested so often through the Miraculous Medal, / we 

your loving and trustful children / implore you to obtain for us / the graces 

and favors we ask during this Novena, / if they be beneficial to our immortal 

souls, / and the souls for whom we pray.                                                                                        

       (Here privately form your petitions.)                                         

 Make your specific intentions known using this formulation:                                                           

  “Mother Mary, I pray for the grace of ________for _______ .                                                                

(name specifically the person and the desired action for whom it is intended):                                                                                                       

  e.g. “…..the grace of reversal of financial difficulties for my son, John,” or 

 “…..the grace for the removal of an evil spirit that might be causing my daughter  

  Ashley to use drugs to self-medicate…”    be specific.]                                                  

                    This, for about 90 seconds.                                                   

You know, O Mary, / how often our souls / have been the sanctuaries of 

your Son /  who hates iniquity. / Obtain for us, then, / a deep hatred of sin / 

and that purity of heart / which will attach us to God alone, / so that our every 

thought, word and deed / may tend to His greater glory. / Obtain for us also / 

a spirit of prayer and self-denial, / that we may recover by penance / what we 

have lost by sin / and at length attain to that blessed abode / where you are 

the Queen of angels and of men. / Amen. 

                                          

 

 

 

 

Mother of the Eucharist 

Pray for the Unborn 

 

MIRCULOUS MEDALS CAN BE PURCHASED ONLINE AT  

https://streetevangelization.com/ 



Leader says:  “An Act of Consecration to                                                                            

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal” 

O Virgin Mother of God, / Mary Immaculate, / we dedicate and conse-

crate ourselves to you / under the title of Our Lady of the Miraculous 

Medal. / May this Medal be for each one of us / a sure sign of your affec-

tion for us / and a constant reminder of our duties toward you. Ever 

while wearing it / may we be blessed by your loving protection / and pre-

served in the grace of your Son. / O most powerful Virgin, / Mother of our 

Savior, / keep us close to you / every moment of our lives. / Obtain for us, 

your children, / the grace of a happy death / so that in union with you, / 

we may enjoy the bliss of heaven forever. / Amen.  

Leader: O Mary, / conceived without sin.                                                            

People: Pray for us who have recourse to you. (Repeat 3x) 

SIT Hymn:                                                                                                          

Mother dear, O Pray for me! / Whilst far from heav’n and 

thee. / I wander in a fragile bark, / O’er life’s tempestuous sea.                  

O Virgin Mother at thy throne, / So bright in bliss above, / Pro-

tect thy child and cheer my path / with thy sweet smile of love.                            

 Mother dear, O pray for me, / Whilst far from heav’n and thee. 

I wander in a fragile bark / o’er life’s tempestuous sea!  

Reading from The Miraculous 

Medal, Pendant of Power or of a 

Favor Received by use of the                                  

Miraculous Medal.  

 

STAND Closing Hymn:                                                                                                          

O Mary conceived without sin, pray for us, pray for us. O 

Mary conceived without sin, pray for us who have resource to 

thee.   

Second Closing Hymn to be Recited or Sung:                                                                                   

O Virgin Mother, Lady of Good Counsel, sweetest picture 

artists ever drew; in all my doubts I fly to thee for guidance, 

Mother tell me, what am I to do?                                                                                           

 By thy face to Jesus face inclining, Sheltered safely 

’neath thy mantle blue, O by His little arms around thee 

twining, Mother tell me what am I to do?   

O by the light within thy dear eyes dwelling, by the tears that 

dim their lustre too, O by the story that those eyes are telling, 

Mother tell me, what am I to do?                                                                                   

 Life, alas, is often dark and dreary, cheating shadows 

hide the truth from view, O when my soul is most perplexed 

and weary, Mother tell me what am I to do?  

 


