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“Who/what they are asking for when someone says:
‘GET ME A PRIEST...””



THE ONE ETERNAL CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD

Preface:

I am ordained to the Catholic Priesthood for nearly 50 years now
and wish in this essay to summarize what | have experienced of the
gift of priesthood in those years. The following is, in part, a
meditation on the priesthood that | obtained from an anonymous
source, the last section of which | edited and expounded upon myself.
| write this especially for brother priests, of my own diocese, and
universally, as an aid in appreciation for the astounding reality in
which we all participate. | appreciate the “busy-ness” of the
contemporary priest, but | also recognize the need to provide a “go-
to” pocket-book, that could, along with the “breviary” be a “balancing
rod” as they trod rough and smooth ways of priestly life. It could be a
valuable resource in keeping things in order for one called and
installed into a sublime configuration of natures, ours with that of
Christ the Lord, Christ the Savior, Christ the Priest. Let us, brothers,
now explore a reality extraordinaire — that we ARE!

Here on earth nothing can exceed the excellence of the priest.
Everything about the priesthood is supernatural.
The priest is the preeminent mediator between God and mankind.

It is impossible to exaggerate the gift a man receives on
ordination day.

“The world” cannot appreciate this divine gift of priesthood.

But “the world” will one day, through the priesthood: adore, praise,
worship and glorify the Eucharistic Reality and Presence of Jesus
Christ on altars of Catholic Churches, worldwide — as all other places
of worship fall into disuse, and JESUS CHRIST WILL AT LAST BE THE

KING AND CENTER OF ALL HEARTS!
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I shall proceed now to delve into the deeper meanings and challenges that
each of these six statements.

I - Here on earth nothing can exceed the excellence of
the priest.

This first statement is astounding — to say the very least. It is saying
that here, now, on this terra firma, there is an objective reality that is
incontrovertible, so much so that it is tied into the very beginning,
making it at once infinitely cosmic as well as miniscually temporal,
very divine and very human. For there is excellence above all other
excellencies, there is a root, and a rock and a foundation that simply
is, simply is always, simply is always there. And to begin with terra
firma, there is an educated leap into the un-terra firma, the non-terra
firma, the invisible, and the uncreated. And this, of course, leads
directly, to GOD, GOD the Source, GOD the Initiator, GOD the
Instigator, GOD the Creator, and Sustainer, God the Reconciler,
Healer and Comforter. How else would anything come to be, if not
from Essence and Being ltself.

And so, God created everything — invisible and visible, non-
sentient and sentient, perfect and perfectible. “And it was
good,” very good!

But then it all got broken because of the envy of a fallen angel, “who
chose to rule in hell, rather than serve in heaven.” For after the
creation of man, there was in the works, a plan for God himself to
become one of his highest forms of creation — the
body/soul/composite, a human being, with intelligence, personality,
free-will and heart! But, Lucifer, the most beautiful and intelligent of
all the angels was so envious of the man and his wife that God should
become man-flesh that he ejected himself from the beatific vision
and was condemned to live eternally the negative choice that he
himself had insisted on. And in doing so — everything that was good,



and whole and perfect in creation became less than it could be,
should be, and was now broken and imperfect.

But then, in brief, a plan of redemption was put into place
immediately after the Fall of our first parents. The WORD (Second
Person of the Trinity) was always destined in the Divine Economy to
become one with is in our created personhood in the body/spirit
composite that it the crown of creation! But now, this Reality would
also be the Redeeming Salvific factor which would reconcile and heal
the brokenness and its consequences. Death would be swallowed up
in the positivity of the Son of Man who is also at the same time Son of
God who would suffer death, so to conquer it — and subsequently to
open the gates of heaven for us again —and to make it possible for an
even greater experience of human life could be had than originally
planned. “O Happy Fault! O necessary sin of Adam! which wrought us
so great a Redeemer!”

And after the life-changing events of his death and resurrection,
Jesus, Risen and Glorified returned to his Father’s side but not before
planning for his departure and relating how he would actually keep
his promise that he would remain with us always, until the end of the
age, and that is by devising a brilliant way to actually be really and
truly and genuinely present to faithful believers by means of a
sacramental system, to be the mainstay of a hierarchical mystical
organization that would have both supernatural and natural elements
to it — the Church. There would by his intent be One Church, with
corresponding One Faith, One Baptism, and One Life and One Destiny
— Eternal Life in a glorified existence that would endure eternally and
be beyond the wildest imaginings of mankind.

But what is the essence of the priesthood, what happens at an
“ordination ceremony,” what does it mean to be a Catholic Priest?

I should like to go straight to a few papal documents regarding this
very topic, beginning with the 1935 document entitled: “Ad Catholici
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Sacerdotti” and | should like to quote extensive on this document in
the first section of my treatise. And so, this encyclical letter of Pope
Pius XI just prior to World War Il is addressed to “our venerable
brethren the patriarch, primates, archbishops, bishops, and other
ordinaries in peace and communion with the Apostolic See.

1. By the inscrutable design of Divine Providence [l was] We
were raised to this summit of the Catholic priesthood. From
that moment Our [my] thoughts were turned to all the
innumerable children whom God entrusted to Us [me]. Yet, in
a special way, We [I] have felt an affectionate and earnest
solicitude towards those who have the commission to be
"the salt of the earth and the light of the world," for those
who have been signaled out and adorned by the priestly
character.

8. The human race has always felt the need of a priesthood: of
men, that is, who have the official charge to be mediators
between God and humanity, men who should consecrate
themselves entirely to this mediation, as to the very purpose of
their lives, men set aside to offer to God public prayers and
sacrifices in the name of human society.

10. The priest, according to the magnificent definition given by
St. Paul is indeed a man Ex hominibus assumptus, "taken from
amongst men," yet pro hominibus constituitur in his quae sunt
ad Deum, "ordained for men in the things that appertain to
God": his office is not for human things, and things that pass
away, however lofty and valuable these may seem; but for
things divine and enduring.

13. For, in the first place, as the Council of Trent teaches, Jesus
Christ at the Last Supper instituted the sacrifice and the
priesthood of the New Covenant: "our Lord and God, although
once and for all, by means of His death on the altar of the cross,
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He was to offer Himself to God the Father, that thereon He
might accomplish eternal Redemption; yet because death was
not to put an end to his priesthood, at the Last Supper, the
same night in which He was betrayed in order to leave to His
beloved spouse the Church, a sacrifice which should be visible
(as the nature of man requires), which should represent that
bloody sacrifice, once and for all to be completed on the cross,
which should perpetuate His memory to the end of time, and
which should apply its saving power unto the remission of sins
we daily commit, showing Himself made a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek, offered to God the
Father, under the appearance of bread and wine, His Body and
Blood, giving them to the apostles (whom He was then making
priests of the New Covenant) to be consumed under the signs of
these same things, and commanded the Apostles and their
successors in the priesthood to offer them, by the words 'Do
this in commemoration of Me." "

14. And thenceforth, the Apostles, and their successors in the
priesthood, began to lift to heaven that "clean oblation"
foretold by Malachy, through which the name of God is great
among the gentiles. And now, that same oblation in every part
of the world and at every hour of the day and night, is offered
and will continue to be offered without interruption till the end
of time: a true sacrificial act, not merely symbolical, which has a
real efficacy unto the reconciliation of sinners with the Divine
Majesty.

16. And thus the ineffable greatness of the human priest stands
forth in all its splendor; for he has power over the very Body of
Jesus Christ, and makes It present upon our altars. In the name
of Christ Himself he offers It a victim infinitely pleasing to the
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Divine Majesty. "Wondrous things are these," justly exclaims St.
John Chrysostom, "so wonderful, they surpass wonder."

20. But among all these powers of the priest over the Mystical
Body of Christ for the benefit of the faithful, there is one of
which the simple mention made above will not content Us. This
is that power which, as St. John Chrysostom says: "God gave
neither to Angels nor Archangels" - the power to remit sins.
"Whose sins you shall forgive they are forgiven them: and
whose sins you shall retain they are retained"; a tremendous
power, so peculiar to God that even human pride could not
make the mind conceive that it could be given to man. "Who
can forgive sins but God alone?" And, when we see it exercised
by a mere man there is reason to ask ourselves, not, indeed,
with pharisaical scandal, but with reverent surprise at such a
dignity: "Who is this that forgiveth sins also?" But it is so: the
God-Man who possessed the "power on earth to forgive sins"
willed to hand it on to His priests; to relieve, in His divine
generosity and mercy, the need of moral purification which is
rooted in the human heart.

Next, we move on to St. Thomas Aquinas.

In astute reflection upon the essence of priestly ordination and the
sacred ministry, St. Thomas observers that priests should strive for
perfection, even more than should monks or nuns. “You are the salt
of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out
and trodden under foot by men. You are the light of the world” (Mt
5:13-14). Considering this great responsibility, it is understandable
that so many saints hesitated to be ordained.

This is a most timely matter, because the success of priestly ministry
for the good of the faithful may particularly depend on the priest
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himself. Here, we encounter a subjective element in which the
pastoral activity of the ordained minister plays an important role; his
virtue, fervor and dedication in preaching the Gospel and, ultimately,
his holiness of life—which is, in turn, an excellent and irreplaceable
form of preaching—can influence the faithful to receive the
Sacraments with better dispositions, thereby reaping their fruits
more amply.

The Holy Father Benedict XVI, in his Letter Proclaiming the Year for
Priests, of June 16 of last year, emphasizes that priests should learn
from St. Jean-Marie Vianney “the complete identification of the man
with his ministry.”

THE SANCTITY OF THE PRIEST A REQUIREMENT

Moses exhorts the people of Israel to seek perfection: “Say to
all the congregation of the people of Israel, You shall be holy;
for I the Lord your God am holy” (Lv 19:1). But holiness is more
rightly demanded of priests, since it is they who offer the
sacrifices, acting as intermediaries between God and the
people. To present oneself to exercise the priestly duties before
the Most High, stained by sin, would be an affront to the
Creator. “They shall be holy to their God, and not profane the
name of their God; for they offer the offerings by fire to the
Lord, the bread of their God; therefore they shall be holy” (Lv
21:6).

This appears in Thomistic theology, which presents the
ordained minister as one who was elevated, from among the
other faithful of Christ, to a royal dignity, because he represents
Him and, on diverse occasions, acts in persona Christi. It is
impossible to imagine a higher title. And as he is called to be
the mediator between God and men, in addition to being their
guide to divine things, he should necessarily be superior to
them in sanctity, although all of the baptized are called to

perfection.
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In his work Selva, or Dignities and Duties of the Priest, St.
Alphonsus Liguori, basing himself upon the authority of St.
Thomas, sketches the figure of the priest as one who
surpasses the very Angels by his ministry, and who is thus
obliged to attain a superior sanctity, given his power over
the Body of Christ. Hence, the necessity of a complete
dedication of the priest to the glory of God—concludes
the founder of the Redemptorists—so that he shines in
the eyes of God for his good conscience and in the eyes of
the people for his good reputation. 2

Therefore, they, in particular, should have the greatest possible
resemblance to God Himself: “Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect” (Mt 5:48).

Where St. Thomas affirms: “Those who dedicate themselves to
the divine ministries obtain a royal dignity and should be
perfect in virtue, in accordance with what can be read in the
Pontifical.” 2

For this reason, the homily proposed for the rite of priestly
ordination includes this touching exhortation: “Bear in mind
what you do. Let your conduct be in conformity with the action
you perform, so that celebrating the mystery of the Lord’s
death, you take heed to mortify your members from all vices
and lusts so as to lead a new life.” &

Christ’s charity led Him to make an oblation of His life on the
gibbet of the Cross for the redemption of humanity. Those who
are called to be mediators between God and men must also
exercise their ministry with love, as the Angelic Doctor teaches.

Thus, the priest is called to a special degree of sanctity: “By holy
orders, a man is appointed to the most august ministry of
9



serving Christ Himself in the Sacrament of the altar. For this
requires a greater inward holiness than that which is requisite
for the religious state.” Z

The Sacrality of the Priest

An element related to good example is the proportionate
respectability with which the minister of God ought to be
enveloped—not only by his irreproachable conduct, but also by his
bearing, way of being and his attire—so that his action exercises a
greater influence on the souls of the faithful.

Even today, admiration is shown toward religious or priests who
present themselves as such. This respectability, that to some may
appear artificial, is ultimately a valuable aid for the minister, since it
helps him to constantly bear in mind the high dignity invested in him,
the mark of which is imprinted on his soul for all eternity. It likewise
serves as a wholesome protection against the countless seductions of
the world.

The Mass, source of priestly sanctity

The holy Cure of Ars, model of priests, it is fitting to recall his deep
and ardent devotion to the Holy Mass:

“If we knew the value of the Mass, we would die. To celebrate it
worthily, the priest must be a saint. When we go to Heaven, we
will see what the Mass is, and how many times we celebrated it
without due reverence, adoration and recollection.” 2

In the decree Presbyterorum ordinis, the Second Vatican
Council, in perfect harmony with Thomist doctrine, admirably
summarizes the centrality of the Eucharist in the spiritual life of
the priest, as his principal means of sanctification.
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It goes on to recall that it is through the ordained ministry that
the spiritual sacrifice of the faithful is consummated in union
with Christ’s sacrifice, offered in the Eucharist in an unbloody
and sacramental manner. And it affirms that “the ministry of
priests is directed to this goal and is perfected in it. Their
ministry, which begins with the evangelical proclamation,
derives its power and force from the sacrifice of Christ.” 12 This
is equivalent to saying that the priest lives for the Eucharistic
Celebration and, from it, he should draw the strength to
progress in the practice of virtue.

Garrigou-Lagrange sums up this doctrine: “The priest should
consider himself ordained above all to offer the Sacrifice of the Mass.
In his life, this Sacrifice is more important than study and exterior
works of apostolate. Accordingly, his study should aim at providing
him with a deepened understanding of the mystery of Christ,
supreme Priest, and his apostolate should stem from the union with
Christ, the foremost Priest.” 11

Royo Marin emphatically affirms that the Holy Mass is “the noblest
and most august function of the priest of Christ.” 12 And, aware of the
many pastoral occupations of a priest, which can easily deviate him
from the essence of his vocation as mediator between God and men,
he reinforces the same idea, with words burning with priestly zeal:
“One is a priest, first and foremost, to glorify God through the
offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.” 13

In this way, he will correspond to the lofty dignity of his ministry, as
the Cure of Ars affirms: “Without the Sacrament of Holy Orders, we
would not have the Lord. Who put him there in that tabernacle? The
priest. Who welcomed your soul at the beginning of your life? The
priest. Who feeds your soul and gives it strength for its journey? The
priest. Who will prepare it to appear before God, bathing it one last
time in the blood of Jesus Christ? The priest, always the priest. And if
this soul should happen to die [as a result of sin], who will raise it up,
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who will restore its calm and peace? Again, the priest... After God,

the priest is everything! ... Only in heaven will he fully realize what he
is.” 13

Finally, we cannot fail to evoke the irreplaceable role of the Mother
of God in the priestly life. “Who more than Mary can help us taste
the greatness of the Eucharistic mystery? She more than anyone can
teach us how to celebrate the sacred mysteries with due fervour and
to commune with her Son, hidden in the Eucharist.” 2

This Marian Pope, St John Paul ll, further teaches in his

Encyclical Ecclesia de Eucaristia: “In the ‘memorial’ of Calvary all that
Christ accomplished by his passion and his death is present.
Consequently, all that Christ did with regard to his Mother for our
sake is also present. To her he gave the beloved disciple and, in him,
each of us: ‘Behold, your Son!’ To each of us he also says: ‘Behold
your mother!”” (cf. Jn 19: 26-27).

In this Year for Priests, let us seek to be especially united to the
sacrifice of Christ with the spirit of Mary, He who made of His entire
existence an anticipated Eucharist, preparing Himself day by day for
the supreme sacrifice at Calvary.0

“The Priest is Not His Own” Quotes: Bishop Fulton Sheen

Perhaps one of the best-known treatises on the Catholic Priesthood
was written by Bishop Fulton J. Sheen in 1963 and was an instant
classic on the subject matter. A very comprehensive work, this
exposition on the priesthood covers the fact that the priesthood of
Christ begins in Genesis and ends with Apocalypse.

Below are excerpts that tell a progressive and beautiful story of God'’s
desire to be with us always and all ways!
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Pagan priests, Old Testament priests, medicine men all offered
a sacrifice apart from themselves. But not Our Lord. He was
Sacerdos-Victima.

The consequences for all priests are tremendous, for if He did
offer Himself for sins, then we must offer ourselves as victims.
The conclusion is inescapable.

The Eucharist reminds us that we are victims, it commits us to
both life and death, priesthood, and victimhood. In the
Eucharist we commune with the life of our priesthood. But we
must realize that we commune with our own victimhood, as
well, for we, as victims, offer ourselves in the Mass.

In this mortal frame of me the priest, | help to pay off the
debt which the afflictions of Christ still leave to be paid, for
the sake of His Body, the Church.

Kenosis and Pleroma — emptying and filling.

“Because He emptied Himself, He was exalted.” Because there
was a Calvary, there was the sending of the Holy Spirit. Because
His physical Body was broken, His Mystical Body grows in age
and grace and wisdom before God and men.

Shepherd-Lamb

We priests are not only shepherds but also lambs. Was not Our
Lord Himself both the “Good Shepherd” and the “Lamb of God.”
As the Offerer, He is the Shepherd. As the offered He is the
Lamb. The priest too, is not only the Shepherd who cares for his
sheep; he is also the Lamb who is offered in caring for them.
The priest playing the role of a shepherd often goes to his death
as a Lamb.
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The shepherd’s primary duty is to search out the lost sheep
and stay with it once found. The difference between a shepherd
and a hierling is in their relation to the people. So, with the
priest. Contact with people for Christ’s sake is the victimhood
which makes the priesthood. Only by also being a lamb offered
through forgetfulness of worldly superiority does the priest
become the shepherd of souls.

THE PRIEST IS LIKE A JACOB’S LADDER

Every priest knows himself, by Divine election, to be a
mediator between God and man, bringing God to man and man
to God. As such the priest continues the Incarnation of Jesus
Christ Who was both God and Man. ........... Jesus was not Priest
because He was begotten eternally of the Father. He was a
priest because of the human nature He assumed and offered for
our salvation. Thence derived from the fullness of all priesthood
or “fons totius sacerdotii.”

1. The ladder was set upon the earth: Christ linking heaven
and earth, especially when he was lifted up on Calvary.

2. The ladder reached to heaven symbolizing that Christ risen
and glorified is at the right hand of the Father.

3. Angels ascending and descending represent one of the
function of the priest whose task it is to carry sacrifices
and prayers to heaven and bring back graces and blessings
to earth.

THE TOP OF THE LADDER - Our vocation derives from him.

All the effectiveness of our priesthood comes from Him.
Christ our only mediator.
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THE BOTTOM OF THE LADDER - Why is it that Our Lord
chose us who are so weak? The intercession of the priest
before the throne must be a tearful one. “My woe, my
grief, my cross!”

The Spiritual Generation of Priests

The priest is pledged to celibacy, not because human generation
is wrong, but because it must yield so that he can devote
himself wholly to a higher form of generation: the begetting of
children in Christ by bringing to Him those who never knew
Him, by restoring to Him those lost in sin, and by arousing in
those who already loved Christ the inspiration to serve Him
more fully as religious or priests.

Chastity is often presented negatively, but ... Chastity is “a
passionless passion, a wild tranquility.” Chastity is fire. [A fire for

life; “the burning bush.”]

THE HOLINESS OF THE PRIEST

The moral and spiritual life of the priest is related in two ways to
the Mystical Body of Christ. His holiness helps to make the
faithful holy. The sanctity of the Christian community, in turn,
helps to make him holy.

THE PRIEST AS SIMON AND PETER

Simon/Peter is at one moment humble, at another proud. He
affirms fidelity to his Lord, then denies him. He is so
supernatural, yet so very weak and natural. No chain is stronger
than its weakest link, and the weakest link in the entire
apostolic chain was the first link: Peter—and Son of God hold on
to that. Hence, the gates of hell shall not prevail.”
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Two “Natures” of Every Priest: Like Peter, every priest has two
“natures:” a human “nature” which makes him another man,
and a “priestly nature” which makes him another Christ. The
Letter to the Hebrews identifies these two aspects. The priest is
different from ordinary men as the one who offers sacrifice in
their name — he is qualified for this because they have the same
weaknesses and faults as those they offer the sacrifice with.
And so, an angel would not make a fitting priest to act on behalf
of men. For they do not possess a body subject to temptations,
nor has he experimental acquaintance with human suffering. He
would lack the weakness which makes for sympathetic
understanding.

But though a priest is like men, he must also be unlike them. He
is withdrawn from among men, so that he may act in Christ’s
name and appears as Christ to men.

THE BODY OF THE PRIEST

It is not only the soul of the priest that is the Lord’s, it is the
body as well. Limb by limb [member by member], the body of
the priest must be the same as that which the Son of God took,
which for us was crucified, and which is now in glory at the right
Hand of God. Once the priest actually sees it as the temple of
God, he has to show it a greater respect. The way he dresses
and presents himself to people everywhere, how he keeps it
disciplined always with balance and moderation especially with
physical exercise, free from excesses of eating and drinking,
should be guided by a sense of what is proper to the temple
which is God’s. The body of the priest is its temple walls, his
senses are its gates, his mind the nave, his heart the altar-priest
and his soul the holy of holies. There will even be a resulting
pleasantness [and abiding joy, hope and peace] about the
priest’s face. In his face will shine forth the Divine Presence.
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Purity

The purity of the priest is spiritual before it is physical; it is
theological, before it is physiological; it is Eucharistic, before it is
hygienic. Purity is a reflection of faith; it is attitude fore an act; a
reverent inwardness, not a biological intactness.

Consecrated virginity is the highest form of sacral or sacrificial
love; it seeks nothing for itself, it seeks only the will of the
Beloved.

[A most excellent discipline to engage in regarding
adopting and maintaining Holy Chastity and Purity is the
participation in the “Angelic Warfare Confraternity” given
to the Dominican Order through St. Thomas Aquinas,
with its 15 Hail Mary’s for Chastity with accompanying
Petitions — it is a sure-fire way to harness the great beast
of Perpetual Chastity for the Sake of the Kingdom. —all
priests should become active members]

[And of course, being graced in our own day, we have the
epic work on life in the body, the real true authentic
genuine and holy “owner’s manual” — that all priests
should be very familiar with both for themselves and for
their flock: St. Pope John Paul II’s “Theology of the Body”
— or the more palatable version by Christopher West -
see also: Theology of the Body Institute (online)].

In conjunction with Christopher West’s work and that of
Church Father’s such as St. Augustine, with the help of research
study with experts in several fields, | continue to delve into the
eschatological mystery of what happens at the altar when a
priest celebrates Mass: that it is the act of consummation of
Christ’s love for his Bride the Church occurs: [as Bishop Sheen

says: “On the Wedding Bed of the Cross”]: the two-fold
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consecrations of Bread and Wine are a real and substantial
entry of the Lord’s Body into the bodily receptacle made
specifically for it, within the womb of the Bride and Spousal
Partner, the Church, and the readiness within her who is
Spouse, to receives the total gift of the self-sacrificial gift of
the Divine Bridegroom, of himself, immediately generates the
fulness of spiritual life and eternal qualification to experience
the Beatific Vision, as was always intended.

What goes on here Christopher West, expert and scholar of St.
John Paul II's “Theology of the Body” tells us is of the “eros
turned agape” of the Wedding Night of the Lamb of God -
which occurred first and primarily at the Last Supper in the
total gift of Himself to his Bride (at that point, the Apostles) in
the elements of bread and wine, as a husband would give his
all in the marital embrace.

This is sublime! This was fully consummated the next day on
the Cross when Jesus in a mirrored way did the exact same
thing: giving himself totally to his Bride the Church which soon
would be born on Pentecost, as the Church begins her forward
march to the One Eternal Promised Land, and the New and
Eternal Jerusalem!

This means, for us as priests, and astounding fact, and mystery,
that the embracing of a life of physical celibacy now, and
chastity and purity of body and soul, will qualify the priest, who
is ordained into Christ the Head of the Body, a true and
authentic alter-Christus, that his self-sacrifices and even
physical denials, freely embraced and done for love of God,
especially as he stands in the midst of his flock at the altar, will
allow him to participate in the most sublime marital embrace
imaginable, with, through and in Christ Jesus, as “con-
celebrants” in the making present of the grand moment of
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everything new, everything true, everything beautiful: it will be
beyond sublime — and the reality of the Suffering Servanthood
of the Priesthood will finally be reversed for Christ and those he
chooses to suffer thus, and to be Crucified with him. And THIS is
your vocation, O Priest of Jesus Christ!

“For this reason, a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his

wife, and the two will become one flesh. This mystery is profound, but | am
speaking about Christ and the church.” Eph: 5: 31-32.

THE PRIEST AND HIS MOTHER - Jesus’ Mother is Our Mother —
but most especially as Priests: we are her favored and favorite
children — because of our infinitely close relationship with her
Divine Son, Jesus, the One Eternal High Priest.

Every priest at death wants to be laid in Mary’s arms as was the
Christ, whose representative he is. As Mary said after the
Crucifixion over her Son Who was laid in her arms: “This is my
Body,” so she will say at the death of every priest:

“THIS IS MY BODY, MY VICTIM, MY HOST. AS | FORMED
JESUS THE PRIEST IN MY WOMB TO BE A VICTIM, SO |
HELPED JESUS, SACERDOS-HOSTIA, to grow in you.”

NO PRIEST IS HIS OWN.

HE BELONGS TO THE MOTHER OF JESUS, ONCE AND
ALWAYS THE PRIEST-VICTIM!

Il - Everything about the priesthood is supernatural.

Everything coming thus far points to the astounding fact that there is
nothing about the priesthood that is natural, nothing ordinary,
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nothing mundane or routine, nothing expected and derived,
everything about it is supernatural — it is extraordinary, unexpected,
undreamt of, illogical. This would mean that primarily, all that we
know about it is a matter of faith, a matter of belief, a matter of
accompanying empowering action. This would also seem to imply
that there might be a lot we don’t understand about our own
thoughts, words and actions as priests — because if we surrender our
egotistical selves to him, then his thoughts, words and actions
actually become ours, and we are privileged to “go along for the ride
—day in and day out” — and what a fantastic adventure that will be!

Il - The priest is the preeminent mediator between

God and mankind.

If this juxtaposition is real: “there is God, then the priest” — due to
his integration into the priestly identity of The Word Become Flesh,
who returns to his rightful place at the right hand of the Father, thus
introducing his humanity to the Blessed Trinity, then the only possible
visible/invisible mediator, “go between” “stand in the breach” person
that could exist would be those chosen by Jesus for the task, and the
honor, and yes, the glory, and royal dignity: his emissaries, his
priests!

IV - It is impossible to exaggerate the gift a man
receives on ordination day.

Once again everything points to the juxtaposition of the priesthood
in the life of God — it is immediate and irrevocable. That is why the
“gift of priesthood” that a man receives on ordination day is
inestimable and incalculable. It is “’beyond the moon,” and the sun
and the stars and the galaxies—all of them!” Just astounding! It is the
way and means that Jesus wants to remain directly and personally
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with his followers, believers in him, his family, to which ALL are
invited to become members.

V - “The world” cannot appreciate this divine gift of
priesthood.

Therefore, “the world” is not equipped and is therefore incapable of
appreciating and understanding the divine gift of priesthood. This is
why a priest, especially in this day and age, should not expect or
demand that it be otherwise. What the world, including all non-
Catholic religions, consider “ordination” into a “ministry” is merely as
“setting aside” one for the work of worship and evangelization. But
the “ordained” remains entirely and completely what he was before
the “ordination,” —a mere human being. Only the priesthood of a
duly ordained (unbroken line of apostolic succession in the ordaining
bishop) permanently imbues Christ’s own “supernatural DNA” into
the physical DNA of the ordinand in such a way that now the one man
has “two persons” literally and truly — one adopted into sonship with
God, and one directly gifted from God for the sake of the people
called to be with him in eternity through the ministry of the priest.

And what is correlatively true is that not even the Church can exhaust
the depths of the meaning of the reality of the sacerdotal gift that has
been given to it, and so many times those who are ordained, because
they do not ongoingly study the essence of their core priestly reality
can fall perilously and most sadly, scandalously disengaged and even
opposed to what lies deep within their souls. It is for these that we
pray each day at mass when we pray for the Pope, Bishops, and
Priests (clergy) of the Church to be faithful to the Lord and to be
faithful to themselves who have been called.
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VI - But “the world” will one day, through the
priesthood: adore, praise, worship and glorify the
Eucharistic Reality and Presence of Jesus Christ on
altars of Catholic Churches, worldwide — as all other
places of worship fall into disuse, and JESUS CHRIST
WILL AT LAST BE THE KING AND CENTER OF ALL
HEARTS!

This all leads to the fact of the point at hand, which is that Jesus
before us and now us with him, we are to “gather in God’s family” to
spend eternity glorifying the Father, in the Son, with the Holy Spirit —
as beings who are fully human, fully alive, and supernaturally
transformed into what life in God’s Heart is meant to be! It is the will
of God, therefore, that all men, women, children everywhere and
from all time, join him in this eternal blissful relationship and activity;
and the generation who is privileged enough to be part of that
transition to glory, will help bring “the world” into conversion, and
membership in the one Church, which is has been from day one, the
Kingdom of God on earth, in preparation for the great Heavenly
Kingdom that will meld into an amazing communion of heart, minds,
souls and LOVE forever!

And just as the Eucharist both as our Food and as an Object Sublime
of our Adoration will finally be equally and truthfully appreciated
and celebrated, so too will all on the planet who accept the invitation
be drawn into this Mystical Body standing at the foot of the Cross of
Christ on Calvary and standing at the empty tomb on Easter Sunday!

| would be remiss to not mention the “apocalyptic chatter” that
seems to have increased to an all-time high pitch currently in our day
and age. And | mention this because it is directly related to the
ministry of priests as dispensers of the Sacraments most especially,
Baptism, Reconciliation and Eucharist.
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Dr. Daniel O’Connor, PhD, MTh, who has studied the “end-times”
prophecies of Servant of God Luisa Picaretta, whose writings fill 36
volumes of locutions, apparitions and visitation from the Lord Jesus,
Himself to her, much as he did, almost at the same time, in the same
decades of the 1930’s, and expounded on the preparation needed for
the very real dawn of the awaited and expected new era — which is
right on schedule to happen early in the 3™ millennia. The deliberate
distortion of all that is sacred and holy not only in the church as we
see it played out now, but also in the world that is exponentially, daily
being transmorphed into the grotestque monstrosity that only Satan
himself can conceive of and build — using human beings who are so
overwhelmed with the technologies that they are immersed in and in
which they blindly, like dumbed-down zombies, immerse themselves
in a revel in. Jesus foresaw life today —and also foresaw the Father’s
last ounce of patience.

The time is coming for the great lllumination of Conscience for every
person on the planet, then, for everyone to avail themselves of the
ocean of mercy direct from God the Father that has already been in
place for over 2000 years now — and then, we will be needed, all
priests on the planet — even those who have left the priesthood for
various reasons or have been removed for various reasons — they are
still priests — they still can absolve in persona Christi —and will be
called upon by their local bishops to do so — as the “confession lines”
will be enormously wrong — MORTAL SIN MUST BE CONFESSED AND
ABSOLVED or else HELL AWAITS! This is Scriptural, this is Magisterial,
this is REAL!

This essay is meant to help prepare all priests everywhere for what is
coming. May it help you, Father!
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VIl - TAKEAWAYS (Appendices)

from my own nearly 50 years of experience | see these as essential
to the life of the priesthood that needs spiritual nourishment or it
will cause all kind of problems: of mind, body and spirit to the priest
who doesn’t avail themselves of something like which follows, or
their own particular tips!

TAKEAWAYS - First
The Unity Prayer — (Flame of Love Movement)

My adorable Jesus,

May our feet journey together.

May our hands gather in unity.

May our hearts beat in unison.

May our souls be in harmony.

May our thoughts be as one.

May our ears listen to the silence together.

May our glances profoundly penetrate each other.
May our lips pray together to gain mercy from the
Eternal Father.

Amen. (+Imprimatur by several bishops)

This prayer blinds and paralyzes Satan, especially active in the ministry of
priests of which he is profoundly jealous.

TAKEAWAYS - Second

“The very life of the Priest consists in celebrating Eucharist and
Reconciliation with the People of God” — to do this strengthens the

holy bond of configuration into the reality of Christ Priest-Victim —to
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do these things haphazardly, routinely, or not all is tantamount to
killing the vocation in the soul of the priest to the root!” —

“Suspension, and or/removal of general faculties” of a priest for any
reason, ought to be used only in extreme situations, and only for
carefully and charitably legislated reasons, and for “remedial
purposes” until such a time that the spiritual remedy has been
administered, in a passage of time” — for to “suspend a priest,”
remove general faculties, is to “disconnect him from the spiritual
dynamic that keeps his wholeness-of-priestly-life intact. If we are
ordained into the Christ the Head, we vitally need Christ the Body:
His People, the flock to make us whole and healthy all the way
around.

This is a critical spiritual principle! Otherwise, it would seem that
we have “de-CORPATA-ed” the priest, removed his “body”. Being
ordained as he is into “Christus Capitis” — Christ the Head (of the
Body)

TAKEAWAYS - Third

The following are suggestions based on my own practices and
experiences of the past 5 decades in the Priesthood of Jesus Christ:

Prayer — Constant and Always, in Many Different Ways - DAILY
The Complete Holy Rosary DAILY (20 decades)
A Holy Hour before Blessed Sacrament DAILY

Sacramental Liturgical Actions/Celebrations — IN PERSONA CHRISTI—
for the spiritual life of the Priest and the People for whom he offers
his sacrifices daily.

Use of Reconciliation - Use of a Spiritual Director

Join the Angelic Warfare Confraternity (Dominican) —
angelicwarfareconfraternity.com for those struggling with addictions

to, internet addiction, pornography, masturbation and a poor
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understanding of what the Chaste Life can be, as an ordained Catholic
priest — membership requires daily praying of the “FIFTEEN HAIL
MARY’S WITH SPECIFIC INTENTIONS for CHASTITY — and adopting St.
Thomas Aquinas as the Patron of this Holy Discipline

Make the Following Total Consecrations of Your Self and Very Human
Priestly Being to:

“33 Days to Morning Glory;” To Jesus, Through Mary, using
preferably Fr. Michael Gaitley’s book of the same name.

“Consecration to St. Joseph,” (33-day Prep) with Fr. Donald
Calloway’s

“33 Days to Greater Glory” —an in depth study of life in the
Divine Will of God the Father! also by Fr. Michael Gaitley.

After Marian Consecration: Join “The Militia of the
Immaculata” — of St. Maximillian Kolbe, OSF — The “MI” —
becoming an advocate of and promoter of The Miraculous
Medal — Promising to pray the ENTIRE ROSARY (20 Mysteries
Daily).

Learning the art of Spiritual Warfare — Making regular and constant
use of “The Unity Prayer” to blind and paralyze Satan. And as
preparation for the consummation of the Wedding of the Lamb that
seems more imminent than in any other time in human and salvation
history.

Using the St. Michael Prayer often DAILY. Using the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy DAILY

Learn how to “transliterate” general prayer(s) into “priestly prayers” —
remembering that we belong to CHRIST THE HEAD and not the
default Body of the Mystical Christ.
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Spend 15 minutes a day Contemplating in profound silence what has
gone before in this essay: the sublime facts behind the priesthood
that is in you.

FOR THOSE PRIESTS WHO DESIRE to study these foregoing pages on
a regular basis, and to put as many suggestions into a guided and
disciplined practice, | invite any priest all, both in my own diocese
and beyond, to join my group, a group | co-founded with Br. Richard
Steinberg, JSC, RN - “The Joyful Servants of the Cross” — almost 18
years in existence now, with an amazing history of how it came to
be, and was initiated and inaugurated by the Most Holy Trinity Itself
on the Solemnity of the Martyrdoms of Sts Peter and Paul, June 29,
2005 in Boston, MA. GO TO: joyfulservantsofthecross.blogspot.com
for more information.

Richard and | opened membership to the group immediately and
perpetually to any priest, religious or diocesan who wanted to join.
All you need to do is email me fatherdinga@outlook.com and let
me know of your interest in joining the group and we will enroll you
as soon as possible.

Technically: The JSC is a “fledgling Private Association of the
Faithful” which is seeking the minimal membership numbers to
become recognized canonically! We are therefore, on-the-way, “in-
via!” Your membership, Father, could put us over our minimal limit.

BTW Peter Anthony is my JSC name — because of our founding date
one of us had to be Peter and one Paul. When | asked Richard which
name he wanted he immediately said; NOT PAUL, | don’t like St.
Paul — so naturally, he got Paul and | got Peter <g>. Later he grew
into the name Paul and loved him a lot, by the time he died an
untimely death due to Congestive Heart Failure in 2018, February 5,
which happened to be the feast of St. Agatha, Patron of Nurses. |
guess she needed him on the other side of the veil to triage the new
arrivals. He has been very busy at his work as history continues to
unwind and unravel. He is amazingly present me and the operations




of the group since he told me on his deathbed “to keep the group
going as long as | can!”

Therefore, come join the group! we would love to have you, Father!
TAKEAWAYS — Third

Catholic Priests are called to a height, and depth, of contemplative
prayer that is “off the charts” — it is literally “beyond the heavens”
and “deeper than the oceans” — because our “default proximity” to
the very MOST HOLY TRINITY ITSELF is almost infinitesimal — because
of our configuration into Jesus the Priest, Jesus the Victim, Jesus the
Quintessential Self-Sacrificer for the Love of the Father!

| propose therefore a whole new way of connecting to the Radiant
Sanctifying Presence of GOD, based on absolutely everything we
already know and have been taught, especially the great
contemplative Saints in the midst of the Church: St Theresa of Avila,
St. John of the Cross, Bernard of Clairvaux, St. William of Thierry,
Guido the Carthusian, St. Hildegard of Bingen and many more...along
with modern day mystics and saints: Padre Pio, Teresa of Lisieux,
Thomas Merton, Faustina Kowalska...

....from the already established “sublime” juxta-position of the priest
and GOD, | suggest three steps: to the heart of the matter, to the
Heart of God, through the Hearts of Jesus and Mary and Joseph:

1) STOP just STOP and “be still as a post” — BE STILL AS A POST
—BE STILL AS A POST - (pick a post, any post — close
your eyes, do not move a muscle and be still — preferably in
an out of the way, quiet location — use low-level
diaphragmatic breathing — relax —and “let go of everything,”
and then,

2) Formulate an Image of Jesus doing three things:
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a) saying to the disciples at the Last Supper “This is my Bodly,
given for you!” “This is my Blood, poured out for you

”
|

b) saying to all of humanity that ever was and ever would be
with his last breath saying: “IT IS FINISHED” — My Bodly, is
GIVEN, and in a short time “My Blood with be POURED out of
my Pierced Side;

c) when His/Our Wedding Feast is Consummated in the
Kingdom at the Great Nuptial Banquet that is coming, for sure,
and he will “raise the chalice, the cup, the glass” and will
consummate our marriage with his Bride the Church by, in part,
saying, THIS IS MY BODY, BLOOD, SOUL and DIVINITY that |
pour into YOU for the inauguration of the new and eternal
relationship that we will have as residents in the greatest heart
of all: the DEPTHS OF THE HEART OF YOUR FATHER AND MINE!
ABBA!! and then the Wedding Reception will ensue and go on
eternally!

3) See, hear, smell, taste, touch the Eucharistic Presence of
Jesus Christ in everything! May the Father be praise and
Glorified forever! Amen! Alleluia! Alleluia! — Then, go filled
with peace and joy — back into your day!

Make this into a regular exercise in “getting to the heart of the
matter” concerning who God is, who we, in general are, who we, as
priests are, and what our tasks and job actually are in bringing in the
Kingdom that has been heading for fulfillment for a very long time!
How blessed we are to be active ministers of the church at this, the
most anticipated moment in Church history!

TAKEAWAYS - 5.0.G. Luisa Picaretta

In addition to many current mystics and prophets, those blessed by
the Church and some have entered into the Canonization Process is
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Servant of God Luisa Picaretta b.1895 died 1947. Our Lord dictated
over 30 years to her volumes of information regarding his Passion,
Death and Resurrection and his Coming again as King of Mercy first,
then when time runs out: Just Judge. | highly recommend looking her
up and immersing yourself in her testimony and works: the Vatican
has even published from their own press: The Sun of My Will, her
biography! Of prime interest to use who are called and who become
PRIEST-VICTIM with Jesus — will get an hour by hour recounting of our
Lord’s Passion dictated to Luisa by Jesus Himself. Fathers, it doesn’t
get any more real than this: and especially for us. It’s entitled:

Twenty-Four-Hours-of-the-Passion-of-Our-Lord-Jesus-Christ. Our

sufferings and crosses that the Lord asks of us will certainly be as fluff
in the wind when compared with what he who is part us went
through —and wishes to share with us in meditation times so we can
console him for his astounding generosity and love. HE DIDN’T HAVE
TO DO ANY OF THIS — but he did it for THEM and for THEIR SALVATION
—and we, as priests with him, look in stupefying awe and wonder at
the whole economy of salvation!

TAKEAWAYS — Fourth

| have recently been led to some resources that might be invaluable
to both my brother priest and me, the first is “music for the priest
alone” — while many of these listed were composed, written or
performed by persons other than priests, | can see how they can
purposefully, internally and intimately stir the soul of a Catholic priest
at prayer (or in other prayerful engagements or encounters):

The first is a stirring piece called: “Abba, | Belong to You” — by
Jonathan David Helser. The YouTube Version of this can be found at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GeVf1XQOPg
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The next Simon and Garfunkel’s stunning stellar piece:

“Bridge Over Troubled Water” (1970)
https://youtu.be/4G-YQA bsOU - The story behind this piece is truly
heaven-sent — and its application to The Good Shepherd Image / The
Divine Mercy Image / The Triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
is more than clear — for those wishing to “peer in the mysteries”
found herein!

The next piece is my own: Early In the Morning — the Easter Morning
Gospel Passage with a hauntingly beautiful melody line — HE IS RISEN
(“I'm Back”) is the impetus behind all we do as priests. He is Risen!
He is Risen! He is Risen! He’s Back! He’s Back — HE is US, WE, me and
him, mystically continued together to set the world on fire with LOVE!
—the GIFT of the HOLY SPIRIT! OUR SPIRIT!

Early in the morning of the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalen came to the tomb.

“Who will move the stone for me,

that | may enter in?

| have brought a gift for him.

| love him so.

Rejoice, O Mary, rejoice this day!

Angels attest: “He is not here!
He is Risen! He is Risen!
“He is Risen” as He said!

Filled with joy and filled with fear
she ran to tell his brothers.
Suddenly before her stood

Christ the Risen Lord.

“Peace to you, my sister! Thanks for
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your most loving care.
| rejoice to see you here. Come and
share my joy!

Rejoice, O Mary, rejoice this day!
Angels attest: “He is not here!
He is Risen! He is Risen!
“He is Risen” as He said!

“Go and tell my brothers they must leave for Galilee.
They will see me there very soon.

Tell them what you see and hear, that it is really |.

| am back again, just as | said!”

Rejoice, O Mary, rejoice this day!
Angels attest: “He is not here!
He is Risen! He is Risen!
“He is Risen” as He said!

TAKEAWAYS - Fifth

There are some timely and remarkable Catholic YouTube Channels
that | might recommend. They are strong, they are stable, they are
Catholic, they are orthodox, they are worth the look and the listen!

| would recommend doing a YOUTUBE PREMIUM SEARCH for:

“Acts 29” — with Fr. John Riccardo

Father Mark Goring — from Ottowa, Ontario.
Father Mark Bernhard — from Clarendon Hills, IL
Father Gregory Pine (OP) and his Dominican Cohorts
Pints with Aquinas with Matt Fradd
Father Jim Blount SOLT - exorcist

Augustine Institute
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Theology of the Body Institute — w Christopher West

Keith Nester and “The Rosary Crew”

The Catholic Man Show — a great resource for parishioners

Father Mike Schmitz — Bible in a Year, Catechism in a Year — all of his
talks are well worth it.

Father Michael Gaitley, MIC, all his talks from a few years back — and
all of his 4 — 33 day Consecration Series

Father Donald Calloway, MIC all his talks especially on
“Consecration to St. Joseph”

Brian Holdsworth — Canadian Traditional YouTuber

Ascension Presents

these for a starter — more to follow

TAKEAWAYS - Fifth

Some recommended resources:

Books:

Imagine Heaven — John Burke

To Heaven and Back - Dr. Mary Neal, MD

Heaven is a Breath Away — Paters and Schuelke
Flight to Heaven — Cpt. Dale Black

My Time in Heaven — Richard Sigmund
Appointments with Heaven — Dr. Reggie Anderson
Dying to Wake Up — Rajiv parti, MD

Heaven is Real — Don Piper

Heaven is for Real — Todd Burpo

Proof of Heaven — Dr. Eben Alexander

Life After Heaven — Steven R. Musick

The Wisdom of Near Death Experiences — Dr. Penny Satori
Heaven and Unexpected Journey — Jim Woodford
90 Minutes in Heaven — Don Piper

Life After Life — Raymond Moody

Dying to Meet Jesus — Randy Kay

After — Bruce Greyson
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A Nefarious Plot — Steve Deace - for excellent “know the enemy”
The Return of the gods — Jonathan Cahn - this is what’s happening

Movies:

Nefarious — a very well done visual presentation of the book

“A Nefarious Plot” by Steve Deace — diabolic possession explained
masterfully and theologically soundly — if this isn’t true — then so be
it — but if it is true then it’s time to make some changes before it is
too late : it won’t be too late if we plug our precious Catholic faith
into this: which is presented in a very bumbling and embarrassing
way in the book and movie: we ARE better than that!

The Green Mile — Tom Hanks, exceedingly well done — psychology
theology ethics morality — redemption

Series:

The Chosen — Dallas Jenkins, Write, Producer, Director - 3 Seasons
thus far —an unusual portrayal of life during the public ministry of
Jesus — from the perspective of “the stories behind ‘the story’”

Practical Tools:

PRIEST-ONLY-EXOCISM PRAYER — Go to: www.Catholic.org and scroll
down to: FREE PDF DOWNLOADS - search “Exorcism” —and then
navigate through “donation” info — then Download it and keep it
handy on PC, Mobile Devices — the presence of the Evil One, quite
shortly will be getting more and more intense as he knows his time is
limited to pillage, damage and destroy people in the world, in the
church —in the culture in general — in the whole world in particular —
so priests — all priests — need to be armed with this powerful, useful
and effective weapon!
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TAKEAWAYS - Sixth

The time has come to take serious an integrated Catholic study of
“Near Death Experiences” the term being coined in the year 1975 —
the year | was ordained — which has led to extensive studies from the
University of Virginia, Charlottesville — w Raymond Moody; to the
2022 findings of the New York Academy of Science findings: that at
the point of physical death, the soul of a person and all its faculties
lives on, intact, and perfected to an incredible degree. | have done an
extensive study myself, read a couple dozen books on the topic and
can so testify to the reality that just as the Shroud of Turin needs to
be accepted 100% as scientific proof of the Resurrection of Christ, so
too these findings needs to be likewise applied as a “peek behind the
veil” of resurrected life of all individuals with the fruits and attributes
of the Resurrection at play in the soul, the more deeply by those who
are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ and his whole life, death and
resurrection, and sending of the Spirit to make the Church the first
phase of the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth, of which
we, brothers, play a very astounding, and privileged part: coworkers
with our Master, in stone by stone, building the kingdom with the
precious souls and the faithful!

TAKEAWAYS - Seventh

Prayer before Mass:

My Lord Jesus Christ, as | prepare to enter into the Consummation
Rite of Your Life Generating Passion, on the Wedding Night of you and
your Bride, the Church — | (the “Simon”) surrender myself, absolutely
and completely, unclad at your holy and precious feet, to the Sacred
events that will transpire “through the working of the Holy Spirit,” in
me, a duly ordained priest of the New Covenant, so that I, (the
“Peter”) with you, might penetrate deeply, into the very moment
that the Mystery of our Faith, and our Salvation takes place at the
Words of Institution.
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I, “Simon-Peter,” do these things knowingly and willingly, with the
Intent to “do what the Church does” in confecting the Holy Sacrament
of Eucharist, to the glory of God the Father, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, ONE GOD, forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer after Mass:

My Lord and my God! | thank you profoundly for allowing me, a
sinful, shame-filled, instrument and servant, enter into the
Consummation Celebration of Your Life Generating Passion, on the
Wedding Night of you and your Bride, the Church - | (the “Simon”),
having surrendered myself, absolutely and completely, unclad at your
holy and precious feet, withnessed on behalf of myself and the Your
Holy, Priestly, Prophetic People, the Sacred events that transpired,
mystically and really, “through the working of the Holy Spirit,” so that
| (the “Peter”) with you penetrated deeply in that very moment that
the Mystery of our Faith, and our Salvation took place, the dual-
consecration-moment of transubstantiation of the elements of bread
and wine, into your Sacred Body and Precious Blood! “O necessary
sin of Adam,” that has brought forth such a Sublime and Loving
Redeemer!

I, “Simon-Peter,” did these things knowingly and willingly, with the
Intent to “do what the Church does” in confecting the Holy Sacrament
of Eucharist, to the glory of God the Father, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, ONE GOD, forever and ever. Amen.

Thank You, Thank YOU, THANK YOU!! Most Holy Trinity who invites
us all to be “the fourth person at the table!”
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THE WEDDING OF THE LAMB - VIDEO

Our Goal, Our Destiny, Our Bliss, Our JOY!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_dYa2AL6pU -
A video production | produced 11 years ago.

TAKEAWAYS - Eighth

From my own personal “Daily Prayer Vault” — take note especially of
the Spiritual Warfare Prayers — a priest should not leave his room in
the morning without praying these prayers — WE ARE NOT ONLY IN
A SPIRITUAL BATTLE NOW OF EPIC HISTORIC PROPORTIONS: but WE
ARE THE LIEUTENANTS, WE ARE THE GENERALS to spiritually arm
and train our “spiritual but very real armies” — our flock, our people,
our charges so that they can “fight the good fight” and end up in
glory — at the end of the battle, when peace, and joy will reign
forever in Christ our Lord.

Anima Christi

Soul of Christ, sanctify me; Body of Christ, save me;
Blood of Christ, inebriate me;
Water from the side of Christ, wash me;
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; O good Jesus, hear me ;

within your wounds, hide me;
let me never be separated from you;

from the evil one, protect me;
at the hour of my death, call me;
and bid me to come to you; that with your saints,
I may praise you forever and ever. Amen.
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Short-Form Deliverance

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, + by the power of His cross, His
blood and His resurrection, we bind you Satan, the spirit, powers
and forces of darkness, the nether world, and the evil forces of
nature.

We bind all demonic interaction, interplay, and communications
between spirits sent against us. We send them directly to Jesus
Christ for Him to deal with as He wills.

Prayer for a Spiritual Canopy

Dear Lord Jesus, please forgive us for all the times we have not submitted to
You. Forgive us for all sinfulness, and for agreeing with the enemy and his lies.
We submit to you as our Lord and break every agreement we have made with
the enemy.

We now ask You to establish a hedge of protection around us, over
us, and under us, sealing it with Your blood.

We choose, then, to put on the full armor of God, and ask that You cleanse us
and seal us—body, mind, soul, and spirit—with Your blood. And, finally, we
ask You to be our constant guide, defender, and friend this whole day long!
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VICTORIA PER PASSIO

Reverend Father William Steven Dinga, Jr.
May 3, 1975 - Presbyter Diocese of Richmond, VA.
“Through the Cross of Suffering, to the Cross of Victory”

Line of Apostolic Succession / Inclusion

o Bishop Walter F. Sullivan d. 2003
o Bishop of Richmond
o Bishop John Joyce Russell 1 (1950)
o Bishop of Richmond
o Archbishop Amleto Giovanni Cicognani T (1933)
Titular Archbishop of Laodicea in Phrygia
o Raffaele Carlo Cardinal Rossi, O.C.D. t (1920)
Cardinal-Priest of Santa Prassede
o Gaetano Cardinal De Lai t (1911)
Cardinal-Bishop of Sabina
o Pope Pius X (1884)
(St. Giuseppe Melchiorre Sarto 1)
o Lucido Maria Cardinal Parocchi t (1871)
Cardinal-Priest of Santa Croce in Gerusalemme
o Costantino Cardinal Patrizi Naro t (1828)
Cardinal-Bishop of Ostia (e Velletri)
o Carlo Cardinal Odescalchi, S.J. T (1823)
Cardinal-Priest of Santi XIl Apostoli
o Giulio Maria Cardinal della Somaglia t (1788)
Cardinal-Bishop of Ostia (e Velletri)
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o Hyacinthe-Sigismond (Jean-Francois) Cardinal Gerdil, B. T (1777)
Cardinal-Priest of Santa Cecilia
o Marcantonio Cardinal Colonna (Jr.) t (1762)
Cardinal-Priest of Santa Maria della Pace
o Pope Clement Xlll (1743)
(Carlo della Torre Rezzonico )
o Pope Benedict XIV (1724)
(Prospero Lorenzo Lambertini t)
o Pope Benedict Xl (1675)
(Pietro Francesco (Vincenzo Maria) Orsini de Gravina, O.P. 1)
o Paluzzo Cardinal Paluzzi Altieri Degli Albertoni t (1666)
Chamberlain (Camerlengo) of the Apostolic Chamber
o Ulderico Cardinal Carpegna t (1630)
Cardinal-Priest of Santa Maria in Trastevere
o Luigi Cardinal Caetani t (1622)
Cardinal-Priest of Santa Pudenziana
o Ludovico Cardinal Ludovisi t (1621)
Archbishop of Bologna
o Archbishop Galeazzo Sanvitale 1 (1604)
Archbishop Emeritus of Bari (-Canosa)
o Girolamo Cardinal Bernerio, O.P. T (1586)
Cardinal-Bishop of Albano
o Giulio Antonio Cardinal Santorio T (1566)
Cardinal-Priest of San Bartolomeo all’Isola
o Scipione Cardinal Rebiba t (Pope Paul 1V)
Titular Patriarch of Constantinople

Rev. Fr. William Steven Dinga, Jr.

Cofounder: The Joyful Servants of the Cross
Dated: April 7-9, and April 16, 2023,

May 3, 2023 THE SACRED TRIDUUM and
Divine Mercy Sunday 2023, my 48"
Anniversary of Ordination to the
Priesthood of Jesus Christ

joyfulservantsofthecross.blogspot.com
fatherdinga@outlook.com
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